Source of material
Asolutionofdi(2-pyridyl)ketone (0.20g,1.10 mmol) in methanol (20 ml) was added to as olution of Hg(SCN) 2 (0.35 g, 1.10 mmol) in methanol (20 ml) and the resulting colorless solution was stirred for 20 min at 40°C.This solution was left to evaporate slowly at room temperature. After one week, colorless block-shaped crystals of thetitle compound were isolated (yield 0.42 g, 71.6 %).
Discussion
Di(2-pyridyl)ketone (dpk) is amolecule that can exhibit different modes of coordination. As abidentate ligand, it maypresent an N,O-coordination giving af ive-membered chelate ring or an N,N'-coordination forming at hree or six-membered ring [1] [2] [3] . Frequently, the coordinated dpk undergoes nucleophilic addition of water or an alcohol at the carbonylic carbon atom to form the diol or the corresponding hemiacetal, (py) 2 C(OR)(OH), which, deprotonated, acts as mononegative, tridentate N,O,N'-donor ligand.The threedonor atomsmay be coordinated to one metal atom [4] [5] [6] or two metal atomsinabridging mode [7] [8] [9] . The asymmetric unit of the title crystal structure consists of one mercury(II) cation, one hydroxy-methoxy-di(2-pyridyl)methane molecule, one bridging SCN anion and one terminal SCN anion. In the centrosymmetric dinuclear unit, two SCN anions bridge two Hg(II) atoms, and each Hg(II) atom is also bonded to aterminal SCN anion and ah ydroxy-methoxy-di(2-pyridyl)-methane (dpk×CH 3 
